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COUNTY PATROL ROADS AND THEIR MAINTENANCE
By S. N. Johnson ,
Clinton County Highway Superintendent.
There are 54 miles of state highways, 840j4 miles of county 
roads, and 56 miles of township roads in Clinton County. Of the 
county roads 8 1 miles are designated as patrol roads, and the 
balance are divided into 32 districts, each under the supervision 
of an assistant superintendent.
The 81 y2 miles of patrol roads constitute a system of nine 
patrol roads each under the supervision of a patrolman appointed 
by the highway superintendent.
By referring to Acts of 1921 we find in substance the fol­
lowing :
“Annually, thirty days before the time for fixing the road re­
pair levy the highway superintendent shall indicate to his assist­
ant superintendents which roads shall be maintained by patrol 
methods;”
We have gone a step further, by designating to the board of 
county commissioners and county council which roads we wish 
to patrol, and ask for a special appropriation for these roads. 
These roads are designated and an estimate of cost is filed with 
the county auditor at some time before the August term to be 
acted upon at the September term of commissioners and at the 
annual meeting of the county council.
The estimate filed at the first and subsequent terms was as
follows for sixty miles of roads :
Labor ................................................. ....... $14,400
Gravel ___     11,520
Culverts and repair of bridges.............. 1,560
Equipment ....................       1,800
Miscellaneous expenses............   720
Total .................... .............................. $30,000
In December of each year, patrolmen are appointed whose 
duty it is to reconstruct, maintain and keep these roads in good 
condition at all times.
While these men work under my direction, the details are 
left largely to their judgment. They do not look upon their work 
as a mere job for so many hours per day, but take pride in try­
ing to keep their patrol roads in the very best condition possible.
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This system originated early in the year 1922 when a dele­
gation living on or near patrol road No. 1 presented a petition 
of some three hundred signatures stating as a claim for patrol 
maintenance that this road was through a part of the county 
in which there were no railroads or traction lines and would con­
nect the city of Frankfort with state road No. 29, thereby fur­
nishing an outlet for transportation for this party of the county. 
The board of county commissioners and myself were asked to 
designate this road for patrol maintenance. They were informed 
at this time that there were no appropripations for patrol meth­
ods, but that we would continue the subject until time for mak­
ing a special appropriation for this road. Members of this dele­
gation personally interviewed each member of the board of coun­
ty commissioners and county council during this interval.
At this time I conceived the idea of a county patrol system 
for Clinton County and designated six of the heaviest traffic and 
oldest roads of the county, making a total of sixty miles which 
connect most of the towns of the county with Frankfort, the 
county seat. Since patrol No. 1 was sure to be designated I 
selected the other five roads without consulting any of the par­
ties living on these roads as I thought I had my routes fixed so 
as to accommodate the most people.
After these roads were established and announced in the 
press, it was reported that the road superintendent would appoint 
policemen to police these particular roads, which was considered 
a joke at that time, but now a necessity in some parts of the 
country.
Our estimate for these roads covers resurfacing, draining 
and maintaining for a period of three years.
In March, 1923, we received our equipment and began our 
maintenance by using a maintainer in cutting out the waves and 
high places from the roads and filling the low places. We have 
kept up this maintenance at regular intervals when the roads 
were in condition for such work and the weather would permit. 
Our other maintenance has been in resurfacing with gravel dur­
ing the season fit for hauling. Other work has been general, 
such as widening grades, repairing bridges, installing culverts 
and drainage.
Before these roads were designated petitions were filed with 
the board of county commissioners asking them to rebuild these 
roads or parts of them, by letting contracts and selling bonds. 
But these roads are now in such good condition that the persons 
living on or near them are satisfied with the present maintenance 
and are not wantin'* them rebuilt by contract. These petitions 
will not be continued any longer.
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On patrol roads Nos. 7, 8 and 9 we are ready to begin work, 
and now every town in the county, except one, will be connected 
with the county seat, Frankfort, by a state, hard-surface, or a 
county patrol road or a combination of the three.
At the time I was appointed to this office the business men 
of the city of Frankfort were not satisfied with the roads leading 
to their city, saying their business was drifting to other towns 
on account of the condition of the roads, but at this time I hear 
no complaint of their condition, and they are highly pleased with 
this system of maintenance.
After maintaining this system of sixty miles of roads for 
one year, they broke through in just two places in the spring. 
These places were soon repaired, as we keep stock piles of gravel 
at convenient places along these roads. Heretofore, these same 
roads were always impassable in a number of places in the spring 
and continued so for some time.
The following table gives you some idea of the amount of 




Gravel placed on surface.
Labor cost .................. .
Gravel cost ____ ________
Total cost ................
1923 1924
24.1 Miles 26.5 Miles
2,347 Miles 2,245 Miles




Clinton County has a valuation of $67,000,000 and the rate 
for the repair of roads is fifteen cents on the $100.00.
